
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

April 13, 2026 

 

Call to order, roll call 

Rector called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. Trustees present: Jay Dickerson, Sarah Rochel, Debbie 

Larys, Jason Stauter, Pete Regez, Maria Rector. Chris Canelake arrived at 6:48pm. Also present was Jenna 

Diedrich, Library Director. 

 

Citizen Comments  

None. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Dickerson moved to approve the consent agenda. Larys seconded. Larys inquired about the following 

invoices: Rachel Lenstra, Samantha DuHack, Crowley Company, and Graphic Conservation. Diedrich also 

highlighted the invoice to Katie Oleskow. Rector inquired whether Oleskow is an official volunteer, filing 

the required volunteer application. Diedrich confirmed the volunteer application had been completed. 

Rector called for a vote. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Dupaco CD 3008: Larys stated the Dupaco CD is maturing. Dupaco has a 6 month  CD at 3.37% and 

recommends the board to reinvest at Dupaco at the given rate. Dickerson moved to approve the CD to 

be reinvested at Dupaco for 6 months at 3.37%. Stauter seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Library investments: Larys has an investment strategy and will reach out to both UMB and ARSB for 

information. Potential investment opportunities will be brought to the May meeting. 

 

Friends Report 

Friends President Betsy Hansen reported on the updates to the Little Free Libraries (LFL). Hansen will be 

meeting with Carole Sullivan at the Center for the Arts to see if there are local artists that would be 

interested in painting the LFLs. A draft has been written to the City Council to install a fifth LFL at 

Washburne Park.  

 

Additional news: Hansen shared that the Friends received boxes of handmade bookmarks to sell at the 

book sale. They will be sold for $1. The board is revising their Bylaws to include two at-large board 

members. Jenna Goldsmith, Rockford Poet, will be the speaker at the Friends’ Annual Meeting. 

 

Library Director’s Report 

Diedrich reviewed the written report highlighting the upcoming LitFest event in Grant Park on Sunday, 

May 17th. Debra Miller will portray Anna Felt and a box lunch will be provided by Galena Bakehouse. 

There are a few tickets left at $30/ticket.  

 



Diedrich reviewed the estimate made by Five Star Plumbing regarding some improvements to the 

women’s restroom. The board suggested getting a second opinion. Multiple trustees suggested Joe Engle 

at Engle Plumbing. Diedrich will reach out.  

 

Diedrich went over the tax computation report explaining the extension for fiscal year 2027. The 

extension came under the levy. Diedrich will review the extension for the IMRF, FICA, and insurance 

funds to ensure they will provide the estimated expenses for FY27. Once completed she will send it to 

Rector and Larys for their review. The report must be returned to the County by April 20th.  

 

Committees 

Rochel shared a brief synopsis of the recent Building & Grounds Committee discussions regarding the 

RFB for the carpet project.  

 

New Business 

Pride Picnic: Dickerson moved that the Board support the 6th Annual Pride Picnic. Larys seconded. 

Canelake praised the event and how it has grown over the years. Rector stated her appreciation for the 

focus on it being a family friendly event. Rector called for a vote. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Closed Session 

Canelake motioned to enter closed session at 7:01pm for the appointment, employment, compensation, 

discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees, etc. [5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1)]. Rochel seconded. 

The motion passed unanimously.  

 

The board reentered the regular meeting at 7:25pm. No discussion was had. 

 

Items for next agenda 

Action on library investments 

Closed session for director evaluation 

 

Announcements 

Dickerson encouraged everyone to attend the GHS production of Godspell. Performances will be 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday at 7:30pm at Turner Hall. 

 

Adjournment 

Rector adjourned the meeting at 7:30pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jenna Diedrich 

Library Director 
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